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INTRODUCTION 


2.1 Name and Identity of the Language 

The Hmar language belongs to the Kuki-Chin group of 
Tibcto-Burman stock of the great Tibeto-Chinese family of 
JahKuages. The speakers of the language are also known as Hmar. 
According to Grierson^ the .word Hmar is related to the Chin word 
Imar/ which among Hakas and other tribes is the name given to 
Luihais ( -» now Mizos). In Mizoram, the word Hmar is used to 
refer to imigrants from Manipur and its meaning in Mizo is said to 
he 'north'. Thus, Hmars are a group of people who have come 
from the north. According to another interpretation*-^, the word 
Hrnar is a corruption of the word Hmer which is the term given for 
those who tie their hair in a lock on the nape of the neck. This 
term of reference was used by other tribes of the Lushai-Kuki-Chin 
group. 

2.2 Area where spoken 

Hmar speakers are scattered over a vast area comprising of 
Northern Mizoram, South district of Manipur and parts of N.C, Hills 
and Cachar districts in Assam. There is no homogenous settlement 
of Hmar speakers alone. Historically, they accepted the dominance 
of the Duliens but maintained their own language and culture. 
Although there is close affinity between Hmar and other sister 
languages of the Kuki-Chin family of language, Hrnar is distinct 
fioii) other languages in pronunciation, intonatiomnd morphological 
khiicture. Hmar is a recognised language in the school curriculum . 
of Assam, Manipur and Mizoram. 
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